Utahn Receives National Big Brother of the Year Award:
Utah’s “Big” Brother Makes it Big at National Level

Kaysville, UT – May 9, 2005 –Big Brothers Big Sisters of Utah’s (BBBSU) volunteer, Tom Taylor, and his Little Brother, David Gessel have received an all-expense paid trip to the 2005 National Big Brothers Big Sisters Conference in Washington D.C. Tom was selected from over 200,000 volunteers nationwide by Big Brothers Big Sisters of America (BBBSA) as the National Big of the Year. This is the first time in 27 years that this honor has been awarded to one of Utah’s volunteers. 

In 1997, Tom, a retired 61 year-old, NASA engineer was matched with eight-year-old David. At first Tom was amazed, “that an old guy would be so compatible with an eight-year-old.” However, with more than a half-century age difference the two have become best friends over their eight year relationship. In addition to sharing fries and a coke, Tom has helped David form a better understanding of David’s Native American heritage. David has not had the opportunity to explore much of his culture. 
Together, Tom and David have become the epitome of the Big Brothers Big Sisters mission which is to help children reach their potential through professionally supported one-to-one mentoring. Tom says that throughout this relationship he has watched David mature, lose his anger, and come to believe that doing well in school is important. David, now 16, speaks highly of Tom stating, “Tom is now my ‘real’ brother and I have come to love him as though he were my own family.”
BBBSA is the largest and oldest mentoring organization in the United States founded in 1904 with over 500 agencies located in 5,000 communities across the country. The Utah agency was founded in 1978 and is committed to matching caring adults with children, ages five-to-18 years old, in one-to-one mentoring relationships. In 2004, BBBSU served 956 children with a Big Brother or Big Sister. Their goal is to serve 2000 children like David with 2000 Big Brothers or Big Sisters each year by 2010.
David has always thought Tom was the best Big Brother in the nation but says Tom was awarded the National Big Brother of the Year because, “he is reliable, caring, giving, and helped changed a little boy into a man.”

